There is a discrepancy between in vitro cholesterol dissolving efficacy of methyltert-butyl ether (MTBE) 
gated whether the presence of bile changes the cholesterol dissolving capacity of MTBE and ethyl propionate. The addition of dimethylsulphoxide to MTBE or ethyl propionate was also studied to discover if it improves the dissolving capacity for cholesterol gall stones. The presence of bile caused a 25% decrease in cholesterol dissolving capacity of both MTBE and ethyl propionate (p<0'0001). in a more complete stone dissolution, leaving less residual debris. Toxicity of MTBE/ dimethylsulphoxide seems to be comparable with MTBE. Further testing, however, especially of toxicity in humans is mandatory before application in vivo.
